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According  to  historiographically  established  opinion,  the  mint  of  Ty- 
kocin  operated  only  in  1566,  it  manufactured  Lithuanian  coins  with  the 
coat  of  arms  of  voivode  of  Krakow  Stanislaw  Myszkowski  (fig.  I)1.  This 
article  presents  evidence  proving  the  falseness  of  this  opinion. 

Sources  on  the  activities  of  Tykocin  mint  are  very  scantv.  We  have  already 
mentioned  coins.  With  reference  to  written  sources,  evidence  found  by  Krzysz- 
tof Filipow  should  be  mentioned2.  In  1564,  deputy  elder  of  Tykocin  Florian 
Lobeski  (?  - 1585)  got  6 wlok  of  land  in  Siekierki  and  2 wlok  in  town  in 
exchange  for  the  house  in  Tykocin  alotted  for  the  mint  The  building  of  the 
mint  was  near  the  old  market  place.  Furthermore,  in  1571  the  mint  lot  was 
exempted  from  taxes.  The  said  voivode  is  known  to  have  concluded  an  agree- 
ment with  the  king  in  1565  to  strike  24000  Krakow  silver  marks  to  coins3.  In 
1567  the  Prussians  complained  about  the  production  of  Tykocin  mint4.  The 
king’s  decree  of  March  27,  1572  stipulated  that  little  groats  struck  in  Tykocin 
should  not  be  differentiated  from  other  Polish  groats5.  That  is  all  the  eviden- 
ce which  can  be  referred  to  in  studies  of  the  history  of  Tykocin  mint. 

We  have  already  noted  that  in  terms  of  design  the  1566  littie  groats 
with  S.  Myszkowski’s  arms  do  not  differ  from  the  little  groats  of  1566- 
-1568,  which  bear  Columns  arms  instead  of  the  arms  of  the  said  person6. 
All  these  coins  form  a coherent  group  from  the  stylistic  point  of  view.  The 
graphics  of  letters  bears  no  difference,  and  the  technical  striking  quality 
is  the  same.  Therefore,  the  opinion  that  Tykocin  mint  had  onlv  operated 
for  a year  and  that  coins  with  S.  Myszkowski’s  arms  alone  had  been  produ- 
ced there,  can  be  treated  as  a misunderstanding. 

In  view  of  the  conclusion  that  all  the  little  groats  of  1566-1568  were 
struck  in  Tykocin,  the  meaning  of  the  words  of  the  king’s  decree  of  1572 
becomes  clear.  The  latter  does  not  divide  littie  groats  into  those  struck  in 
Tvkocin  or  Vilnius.  I believe  that  this  was  meaningless. 

Assessment  of  the  appearance  of  other  coins  struck  in  1564-1568  leads 
to  further  conclusions.  It  is  beyond  doubt,  that  Tykocin  mint  struck  three- 
groats  in  1565-1566  (fig.  2),  as  well  as  halftalers  and  talers  in  1564  (fig.  3). 
The  appearance  of  the  Knight  and  the  Eagle  on  these  coins  is  the  same, 
and  so  is  the  letters'  graphics.  The  graphics  of  S letter  is  especially  speci- 
fic. One  can  suppose  that  two  die  sinkers  were  employed  at  the  Vilnius 
mint  at  that  time,  which  is  impossible  due  to  the  following  reason.  From 
1562.  the  die  sinker  of  Vilnius  mint  was  Albrecht  Kerlein7.  Products  ma- 
nufactured with  his  dies  are  stylistically  coherent.  He  used  two  types  of 
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1.  Halfgroat  of  1566  struck  in  Tvkocin  mint 

2.  Threegroats  of  1565  struck  in  Tykocin  mint 

3.  Taler  of  1564  struck  in  Tvkocin  mint 

LNA  TO  MEET  AT 
ANA  CONVENTION 

To  all  our  LNA  members  and 
friends:  Make  plans  to  attend  the  general 
meeting  of  our  Lithuanian  Numismatic 
Association  at  the  American  Numismatic 
Convention  in  Chicago  (near  O’Hare 
Airport)  on  Saturday,  August  14.  1999  at 
1 1:00  a.m. 

The  event  will  be  held  at  the 
Rosemont  Convention  Center,  tentatively  in 
Meeting  Room  11.  Check  the  official 
program  for  any  room  changes. 

Your  LNA  editor  will  be  there, 
along  with  other  members.  Bring  your  items 
for  show,  trade,  buy  or  sell.  too.  We  will 
see  you  there! 


2.  U.S.  FIRM  MISLED  LITHUANIA 


By  Brone  Vainauskicne 

| From.  Lietuvos  Rytas , June  2,  1997,  pp.  1,  2.  Translated  into  English 
for  the  LNA  by  K.  Paul  Zygas] 

New  Facts  about  an  Unreliable  Firm’s  Attempts  to 
Hide  Its  Mistakes.  Lietuvos  Rytas  has  learned  that,  due  to 
their  poor  quality  and  harm  to  the  environment,  the  500 
and  1.000  Lithuanian  litas  notes  printed  by  the  American 
Banknote  Corporation  (previously  the  US  Banknote 
Corporation)  will  not  be  placed  into  circulation. 

The  10,  20,  and  50  litas  notes  printed  by  this  firm 
in  1991  have  also  been  withdrawn  from  use. 

International  arbitration.  Lietuvos  Rytas  has  already 
reported  that  the  American  Banknote  Corporation  is 
seeking  4 million  dollars  from  the  Bank  of  Lithuania 
through  international  tribunals.  The  editors  have  not  been 
able  to  learn  the  details  of  this  claim. 

A yeare  ago  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  invited  several 
companies  to  place  bids  for  the  manufacture  of  banknotes. 
Although  the  American  Banknote  Corporation  made  the 
best  offier,  no  contract  followed.  Consequently,  the  firm 
took  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  to  court,  seeking  4 million 
dollars  in  damages. 

R.  Sarkinas,  CEO  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania,  stated 
that  during  the  negotiations  following  the  winning  bid,  the 
US  firm  declined  to  introduce  several  security  features 
into  the  new  notes.  Since  this  was  unacceptable  to  the 
Bank,  they  did  not  sign  a contract. 

5 Million  Dollars  for  Nothing.  This  would  not  be 
an  unusual  story  if  everyone  in  Lithuania  had  forgotten  the 
American  Banknote  Corporation.  This  firm,  known  as  the 
US  Banknote  Corporation  in  1991-92,  had  printed  5 
million  dollars  worth  of  defective  litas  notes.  The 
Lithuanian  Treasury  withdrew  its  last  foreign  currency 
reserves  of  German  marks  and  US  dollars  in  1990  to  make 
a deposit.  Lithuania  had  just  declared  its  independence  and 
had  to  borrow  some  of  this  amount  from  local  industries. 

Sordid.  Forgotten  Facts.  What  did  Lithuania  get 
from  the  US  Banknote  Corporation  for  its  5 million 
dollars?  lietuvos  Rytas  still  has  one  of  those  grey  and  dirty 

yellow  10  and  20  litas  banknotes  the  US  Banknote 
Corporation  printed  in  1991,  which  remained  in 
circulation  for  a few  months. 

Our  grey  10  litas  note  does  not  appear  to  have 
changed  hands  frequently.  Nonetheless,  one  can  barely 
recognize  the  to  national  heroes  S.  Darius  and  S.  Girenas 
(the  name  of  the  latter  was  originally  misspelled). 

liven  the  newer  10.  20.  and  50  litas  notes  were 
unsatisfactory.  They  were  printed  in  faded  colors  on  poor 


quality  paper.  The  watermark  was  cither  indistinct  or 
completely  illegible,  one  could  only  guess  at  its  image. 
Sometimes  it  resembled  a crow,  at  other  times  an  airplane, 
but  least  of  all  a “Vytis,”  the  purported  image. 

When  the  notes  printed  in  1991-92  entered 
circulation  in  June  1993,  the  country  was  flooded  with 
counterfeit  notes. 

It  then  became  clear  that  the  conclusions  ol  the 
committee  checking  these  notes  in  1992  had  been  right  all 
along.  These  experts  had  determined  that  the  10,  20.  and 
50  litas  notes  did  not  conform  to  all  the  required 
specifications.  Lacking  the  usual  security  features,  it  was 
possible  to  counterfeit  these  notes  with  any  color  copying 
machine. 

The  litas  notes  printed  in  1991-92  lacked  a security 
band  and  their  watermarks  did  not  conform  with 
(Continued  on  page  4...) 


FEATURE  OF  THE  MONTH,  By  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan 

Silute  Lottery  Ticket,  1920s. 


We  hope  you  enjoyed  the 
article  last  issue  by  Aleksandras 
Kubilas  about  the  municipal  paper 
money  issued  in  Silute.  This  issue 
we  would  like  to  feature  another 
item  that  Kubilas  sent  us  that  we  did 
not  have  room  for  in  the  article:  A 
genuine  Silute  lottery  ticket! 

We  all  know  that  there  were 
numerous  lotteries  in  Lithuania,  and 
Silute  was  no  exception.  Illustrated 
on  the  right  is  a Silute  lottery  ticket, 
measuring  135  x 78  mm.  The  border 
and  small  print  is  printed  with  black 
ink.  The  large  “Loterija”  text,  the  serial  number  and 
asterisk,  and  the  “Litas  2”  at  the  center  bottom  appears  in 
red.  A purple-ink  stamped  seal  appears  in  the  center,  with 
a larger  one  on  the  right. 

With  Silute  being  in  the  Klaipeda  district,  the  text 
is  bi-lingual.  Lithuanian  on  the  left,  and  German  on  the 
right.  The  texts  translate:  ‘Ticket  of  the  money  lottery  of 
the  Silute  Artisans  Association.  Total  amount  of  winnings: 
12,150  litai.  Price:  2 litai.”  The  first  stamp  states 
“Klaipeda  County,  Tax  Free.”  The  second  stamp  in 
German  reads  “Artisans  Association,  Heydekrug.” 

V V 

Once  known  as  Silokarcema  up  to  1923,  Silute  was 
settled  in  the  early  1 500s.  According  to  the  book  Lithuania 
By  Car  (1994)  page  143,  “The  settlement  got  its  name 
from  a tavern.  In  1511  Jonas  Talatas  was  granted  the  right 
to  found  a tavern  in  this  area  and  to  control  the 
surrounding  forests  and  fields.  As  the  tavern  stood  in  the 
middle  of  a pine  forest  (Lithuanian:  silas)  it  was  called 
“silo  karcema  (Pine  Forest  Tavern).” 

The  Klaipeda  region  was  annexed  into  Lithuania  in 
January,  1923.  The  four  smaller  villages  were  merged  to 
form  Silute.  One  of  Silutes  most  famous  residents  of 
course  was  Hermann  Sudermann  (1857-1928).  He  was 
bom  in  Macikai  manor  near  Silute,  where  his  parents  of 
Dutch  ancestry  lived  and  operated  a small  brewery. 
Sudermann  grew  up  here,  and  visited  his  boyhood  home 
on  various  occasions.  His  mother  died  in  Silute  in  1923. 

Sudermann  wrote  numerous  works  of  poetry  and 
drama,  in  which  he  often  described  the  Lithuanians  and 
inhabitants  of  the  Klaipeda  territory.  During  his  day  he 
was  one  of  the  most  popular  playwrights  of  the  German 
state,  with  novels,  short  stories,  and  tales.  These  include  a 
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collection  of  Lithuanian  Stories  (1894  and  1917). 
Quite  a few  of  his  works  were  translated  into  the 
Lithuanian  language.  Sudermann  was  working  on  a 
novel  about  the  Lithuanian  national  movement 
entitled  “The  Redeemer”  which  unfortunately  he 
did  not  finish  before  his  death.  Of  course 
Sudermann  was  honored  on  the  series  of  municipal 
notes  of  Silute  dated  May  28,  1921. 

TWO  STRANGE  COINS 

By  Zigfridas  Jankauskas 
[From  Kolekcija,  No.  5,  1998.  Translated  into  English  by 
Algirdas  Kepalas] 

The  glance  of  most  collectors  turns  to  the 
past,  to  thehistory.  There  you  find  curiosities,  not 
yet  described  coins,  bank  notes,  postal  cards  with 
autographs  of  famous  people,  old  photographs.  But 
when  attentively  studying  postage  stamps,  bank 
notes,  coins  issued  today,  one  can  find  most 
interesting  varities  and  errors,  too. 

We  all  remember  how  we  waited  for  the 
new  litai!  Finally  on  June  25,  1993,  the  litas  was 
introduced. 

At  the  first  occasion  I examined  the 
contents  of  several  of  these  sacks.  I checked  every 
coin  thoroughly.  And.  an  exclamation  of  victory! 
Persistance  of  a numismatist  did  not  deceive:  amid 
all  the  coins  of  reddish  metal,  one  lonely  50  centij 
coin  of  heavy,  but  white  metal  was  found!  The 
diameter  is  20  mm.  (A  1 litas  coin  is  16.75  mm.  2. 
litai  20.55  mm..  5 litai  23  mm.),  weight.  2.5  gr. 
(next  of  white  metal  would  be  2 litai.  2.35  gr.).  All 
(Continued  on  page  5...) 
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international  standards.  Even  the  location  of  the 
watermark  was  erratic,  wandering  to  one  side  or  the  other 
of  the  intended  place. 

Ignoring  the  contract,  the  US  Banknote  Corporation 
alphabetized  all  the  notes  with  the  same  letters,  even 
though  they  were  supposed  to  be  different.  Even  worse, 
the  notes  were  printed  with  one  official  signature,  instead 
of  the  three  agreed  to. 

Banknotes  Dead  on  Arrival.  These  are  only  a few 
of  the  19  deficiencies  enumerated  on  September  17,  1992 
by  the  members  of  the  review  committee,  which  was 
signed  by  K.  Lynikas,  a consultant  of  the  Lithuanian 
government,  J.  E.  Karlsonn,  Deputy  Director  of  the 
National  Crime  Laboratory  of  Sweden,  P.  Z.  Posiunas, 
Director  of  the  Court  Investigation  Institute,  and  Z. 
Rinkeviciene.  a scientific  advisor  to  this  institute. 

These  experts  indicated  other  deficiencies  of  the 
100,  500,  and  1,000  litas  notes  printed  in  1991-92:  absence 
of  a security  band,  weak  offset  printing  technique, 
illegible  watermarks.  Even  though  they  admitted  that  these 
notes  were  somewhat  harder  to  counterfeit,  not  one 
government  (neither  the  G.  Vagnorius,  A.  Abisala,  B. 
Lubys,  or  A.  Slezevicius)  placed  these  500  or  1,000  litas 
notes  into  circulation.  They  were  only  shown  to  journalists 
during  press  conferences  and  a few  illustrations  appeared 
in  magazines. 

These  irritating  faces  have  all  been  discussed  in  the 
press.  Today,  we  have  several  more  to  offer. 

Contaminated  Warehouse  Air.  We  have  been 
repeatedly  informed  by  reliable  sources  that  the  litas  notes 
printed  in  1991-92  exhude  hazardous  vapors.  The  Bank  of 
Lithuania  is  aware  of  this  problem.  We  have  also  learned 
that  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  has  had  the  air  in  these 
warehouses  tested  several  times,  even  inviting  experts 
from  abroad.  R.  Sarkinas,  the  chairman  of  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania,  has  confirmed  these  reports,  which  determined 
the  presence  of  poisonous  chemicals  in  the  air,  far 
exceeding  acceptable  levels.  Mr.  Sarkinas  has  declined  to 
identify  the  firms  which  performed  these  tests.  Lietuvos 
R\tas  has  been  unable  to  identify  the  hazardous  substances 
or  determine  their  origin.  Since  the  Bank  will  not  disclose 
its  findings  to  the  public,  we  will  publish  our  own 
conclusions. 

Clues  in  the  Experts  Report.  The  1992  report 
mentioned  above  stated  that  the  printing  process  for  the 
litas  notes  used  undetermined  concentrations  of  melanin  as 
well  as  adhesives  unknown  to  the  investigators. 
Consequently,  these  experts  could  not  predict  how  these 


notes  would  affect  the  environment  when  they  were  placed 
into  circulation. 

Perhaps  this  explains  the  hazardous  air  found  in  the 
warehouses  where  1991-92  issues  of  the  100,  500,  and 
1,000  litas  notes  are  stored.  In  October  1992,  the  Prime 
Minister  of  Lithuania.  A.  Abisala,  sent  K.  Lydikas  to  the 
US  Banknote  Corporation  to  determine,  among  other 
things,  the  chemicals  that  had  been  used  in  printing  the 
litas  banknotes. 

K.  Lydikas  reported  back  that  the  firm  guaranteed 
in  writing  that  the  dyes  were  premanent  and  resistant  to 
solvents.  “The  SICPA  Corporation  manufactures  the  dyes 
from  primary  mistures.  We  should  readily  accept  their 
guarantees.  The  SICPA  Corp.  supplies  safe  dyes  to 
virtually  every  banknote  manufacturer  in  the  world.” 

However,  the  “safe  SICPA  dyes”  used  in  1992  for 
the  500  and  1,000  litas  notes  changed  their  colors.  Thus 
the  following  questions:  Were  the  SICPA  chemicals  used 

for  printing  these  notes  unstable,  or,  did  the  US  Banknote 
Corporation  give  K.  Lynikas  false  guarantees? 

Or,  perhaps,  these  dyes  were  affected  by  the 
chemistry  of  paper  used  for  printing  the  500  and  1,000 
litas  notes? 

Open  Secrets.  Lietuvos  Rytas  wanted  to  take  color 
pictures  of  the  500  and  1,000  litas  notes  and  to  include 
them  in  its  color  supplement.  R.  Sarkinas  of  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania  refused  permission.  The  Bank  of  Lithuania’s 
consultants  advised  him  that  it  would  be  unethical  to 
illustrate  banknotes  which  would  never  be  circulated. 

However,  illustrations  of  the  500  and  1,000  litas 
notes  were  often  published  before  their  colors  changed. 
For  instance  the  New  York  Times  illuserated  the  1,000 
litas  note  in  a mid-summer  1992  article  about  US 
Banknote  Corporation. 

The  US  Banknote  Corporation  did  not  feel 
obligated  to  obtain  permission  from  Lithuanian  authorities 
for  illustrating  the  note. 

Bank  and  Government  Dispute.  1991-92  may  be 
characterized  as  a year  of  disputes  between  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania  and  the  Government  of  Lithuania. 
Disagreements  about  the  manufacture  of  the  litas  notes 
caused  many  of  these  disputes.  Although  the  manufacture 
of  the  litas  banknotes  concerned  both  parties.  V.  Baldisis. 
then  Chairman  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania,  steadfastly 
refused  access  to  the  pertinent  documents. 

It  soon  became  known  that  R.  Purtulis.  an  assistant 
of  V.  Baldisis,  had  made  many  concessions  to  the  US 
Banknote  Corporation,  resulting  in  their  poor  quality.  N‘vl 
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similar  Knights.  The  letter  graphics  is  the  same.  The  die  sinker’s  style  is 
seen  in  all  the  cases.  Albrecht  Kerlein  made  dies  to  countersign  Italian 
coins  of  1564,  and  for  threegroats  of  1564,  halfgroats  of  1564—1565,  two- 
groats  of  1565,  fourgroats  of  1565-1568,  double  penny  of  1566-1567,  and 
talers  of  1565  with  the  king’s  portrait.  In  1564-1565,  the  productive  inten- 
sity of  Vilnius  mint  fluctuated  insignificandy  or  did  not  change  at  all.  Li- 
thuanian hoards  have  yielded  441  halfgroat  of  1564  and  310  halfgroats  of 
1565s.  Intensity  was  high.  In  1564  much  effort  was  put  to  countersign 
Italian  coins,  while  in  1565  a lot  of  work  was  done  to  produce  twogroats 
and  fougroats  Later  on,  only  fourgroats  and  double  penny  were  manufac- 
tured. Some  data  is  available  on  the  1565-1569  contracts  on  production 
of  coins  concluded  by  the  mint  of  Vilnius9.  These  mention  only  double 
penny,  fourgroats  and  talers.  The  latter  were  either  not  produced  or  did 
not  survive.  The  above  considerations  do  not  contradict  the  facts  of  writ- 
ten sources.  It  is  worthwhile  to  recall,  that  the  King  acquired  the  house 
for  the  mint  in  1564.  The  same  year  the  first  coins  were  struck  there.  The 
previous  opinion  would  lead  to  an  assumption  that  the  mint  was  not  esta- 
blished and  did  not  operate  for  at  least  one  and  a half  year  since  the 
house  was  bought.  This  is  illogical,  as  Tykocin  mint  was  founded  due  to 
urgent,  immediate  needs.  The  mint  of  Vilnius  was  unfit  to  use  silver  re- 
ceived from  Italy10.  On  the  other  hand,  the  debt  for  the  army  was  pressing. 
No  wonder,  that  the  mint  was  founded  in  Tykocin.  The  king  liked  to  reside 
in  Knyszyn  close  to  Tykocin.  The  reserve  of  the  king’s  silver  was  stored  at 
Tvkocin  fortress11. 
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7 Biblioteka  Polskiej  Akademii  Nauk  w Komiku  (further  on  - Bibl.  Kdmicka),  Opis 
rpkopisow  250,  L.  57v. 

8 E.  Ivanauskas,  Lietuvos  pinigu  lobiai,  paslepti  1389-1865  m.,  Vilnius  1995 

9 Bibl.  Kdmicka,  Opis  rpkopisow  250,  L.  40v.-41,  L.  57-57v.,  L.  57v.,  L.  74-74v.,  L.  75v. 

10  K Kantecki,  Sumy  neapolitanskie,  Warszawa  1881 

11  Bibl.  Kdmicka,  Opis  rpkopisoui  250,  L.  118v.,  L.  119 

TWO  STRANGE  COINS 

(Continued  from  page  3...) 

litai  have  a reeded  edge,  the  centai  are  plain.  The  edge  of  the  white  50 
centq  was  plain. 

As  we  know,  the  50  centq  was  minted  in  England.  How  did  the 
emigmatic  50  centq  come  to  Lithuania? 

After  the  article  about  this  coin  appeared  in  the  press  (Balys 
Sriubas,  “Present  from  England— a white  half  litas”  Lietu\>os  Rytas  Nov 
21,  1997,  #273),  well  known  boxing  trainer  and  collector  Raimundas 
Baltrunas  sent  a letter  from  Kedainiai  with  photographs  showing  a 10 
liti)  coin  with  the  picture  of  President  Antanas  Smetona. 

The  dies  for  this  10  litq  coin  were  manufactured  in  Belgium,  in 

(Continued  on  page  9...) 


(Continued  from  pg  4...) 

It  should  be  noted  however,  that  the 
contract  stipulated  that  the  US  Banknote 
Corporation  was  to  print  banknotes 
according  to  specifications.  The  USBC  was 
the  party  responsible  for  quality  control. 

Suggested  Their  Own  Experts. 
Lietuvos  Rytas  tkes  this  opportunity  to  print 
a previously  unpublished  document.  It  is 
material  contained  in  a 1993  report, 
commissioned  by  the  Lithuanian 
government,  which  was  signed  by  K. 
Lynikas,  a consultant,  R.  Narusiene,  an 
American  lawyer,  P.  Z.  Posiunas.  a 
government  consultant,  R.  Mecinskiene, 
and  J.  Sinkevicius,  Deputy  Chairmen  of  the 
Bank  of  Lithuania. 

This  document  narrates  how  V. 
Baldisis  tried  to  determine  from  the  US 
Bankote  Corporation  in  in  1992  if  the 
commercial  offset  was  unsuitable  for 
printing  the  litas  notes,  as  K.  Lynikas  had 
then  asserted. 

George  Guryan,  the  USBNCs 
General  Director,  and  Jeremy  Willings,  a 
Director  of  the  USBC,  desperately  tried  to 
prove  that  offset  printing  was  the  safest 
method.  After  listening  to  K.  Lynikas  and 
these  directors,  V.  Baldisis  tried  to  get  a 
third  opinion.  J.  Wilings  then  suggested  that 
internationally  known  experts  of  Komori,  a 
Japanese  firm,  should  be  consluted. 
Subsequently,  V.  Baldisis  claimed  that  he 
did  not  know  or  even  suspect,  that  the 
Komori  firm  was  working  hand  in  hand 
with  J.  Wilings.  The  government  report 
concluded  that  the  US  Banknote 
Corporation  had  acted  dishonorably. 

Questions  Without  Answers.  One 
wonders  if  there  is  any  other  country  in  the 
world  so  tolerant  that  it  would  continued 
dealings  with  J.  Wilings,  granting  his  firm 
the  winning  bid.  entering  into  negotiations 
for  another  contract?  Where  else  could  this 
happen,  only  a few  years  alter  two  officials 
of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  have  been  taken  to 
court  for  exceeding  their  authority  and 
damaging  the  national  budget” 


English  translation  by 
V.L.G.  Matelis 


Continued  from  last  issue.... 

POLUPOLUSKA.  A Russian  copper  coin  valued  at  1/8  of  a kopeck,  struck  by  Peter  the  Great  in  1700. 

POLUSKA.  An  historical  coin  from  the  Czars  of  Russia,  valued  at  1/2  denga,  originally  silver,  but  from  the  days  of 
Peter  the  Great,  of  copper.  In  the  state  of  development  of  modem  coins,  the  denga  was  trans versed  in  to  the  1/2  kopeck  coin, 
which  was  nicknamed  “denezka,”  while  a half-danezka,  a small  copper  coin,  became  the  poluska.  In  the  19th-20th  centuries 
in  Russia,  the  poluska  was  struck  at  the  nominal  value  of  a 1/4  kopeck.  Such  a coin  circulated  in  Russian  occupied  Lithuanian 
territory  before  the  First  World  War. 

POMERTINES  MONETOS/Post  Mortem  coins.  These  are  coins  which  are  struck  with  a portrait  of  a dead  person,  his 
name  engraved,  or  with  both. 


“Pontifex  Maximus”  Romos  imperatoriu  (I  a.)  ir  Romos  popieziu  (XX  a.) 
monetose. 

PONTIFEX  MAXIMUS.  1.  The  highest  augur-priest,  the  head  of  the  augurs  of  ancient  Rome.  This  title  was  very 
important.  It  is  even  engraved  on  the  Roman  coins  ( the  first  such  coin  known  reaches  back  to  201  BC).  During  the  reigns  of 
the  emperors,  the  pontifex  maximum  was  the  emporor  himseslf,  so  on  certain  of  his  coins  that  title  (abbreviated  Pont.  Max. 
P.M.)  is  to  be  found.  2.  Later,  the  popes  of  Rome  began  to  so-call  themselves.  Officially,  the  popes  title,  pontifex  maximum, 
gained  ground  in  the  days  of  Leo  I in  the  middle  of  the  5th  century.  There  were  some  peoples,  though  not  all,  who  exhibited 
this  acquired  title  on  their  coins.  For  instance,  Pius  II  in  the  middle  ages,  Gregory  XVI  in  the  19th  century,  and  Pius  XII,  in 
the  middle  of  this  century. 

POPIERINIAI  PINIGAI/Paper  Money.  1.  Government  notes,  placed  into  circulation  at  a set  rate,  without  any 
support,  are  not  transferable  into  other  valuable  objects  or  exchanged  (i.e.  blocked  currency).  The  state  accepts  it  back  from 
its  inhabitants  in  payment  of  taxes  and  other  assessments.  2.  In  general,  notes  banknotes,  and  their  legal  surrogates  (checks, 
drafts,  orders,  etc)  prepared  from  paper  stock.  Since  the  Chinese  discsovered  paper  about  100  BC,  the  Chinese  are  the  first 
manufacturers  of  paper  means  of  exchange-money.  Since  this  money,  in  small  or  large  quantities,  fared  well  in  circulation, 
Marco  Polo,  visiting  in  the  Kubla  Khan  manor  near  present-day  Peking,  in  the  second  half  of  the  13th  century,  recorded  this. 
Paper  money  began  to  be  used  in  Europe  in  the  17th  century. 

POPIEZIIJ  MONETOS/Papal  Coins.  Metal  coins  of  the  Holy  See  were  begun  under  Pope  Hadrian  I (772-795).  At 
first  they  were  denars,  produced  in  the  Byzantine  style.  Early  issues  of  papal  coins  for  about  200  years  (from  Gregory  IV  to 
Leo  IX)  were  inscribed  with  the  names  of  the  pope  and  the  emperor.  Separately  or  together,  we  find  about  100  popes  names 
on  papal  coins.  Papal  monetary  mints  operated  in  various  places  (Rome,  Avignone,  Parma,  etc.).  In  the  early  renainssance  era, 
papal  money  was  distinguished  by  its  rare  beauty,  because  many  famous  Italian  medalists  cooperated  in  its  production,  for 
example,  F.  Francis,  Benvenuto  Cellini.  When  the  Italian  state  seized  Rome  in  1870,  the  striking  of  papal  coins  was 
discsontinued.  Papal  coins  were  renewed  in  1929,  with  the  establishment  of  the  Vatican  City  Government. 

PORCELLANINIAI  PINIGAI/Porcelain  money.  These  belong  to  the  hard  times  token  group.  They  were  first  used  in 
the  era  of  Ptolemias  Egypt,  but  failed  to  spread  because  of  difficulties  in  production.  In  the  18th- 19th  centuries,  porcelain 
money  was  privately  minted  and  severely  restricted  in  circulation  in  Siam,  where  it  was  called  “pi,”  until  1871  when  it  was 
banned  In  1920-21,  such  money  was  attempted  in  Germany.  It  was  produced  by  the  government  Maissen  Porcelain  Factory. 
However,  in  1922  this  type  of  money  was  forbidden,  and  the  effort  to  continue  with  porcelain  money  collapsed. 
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UNICEF  5 LITAI  COIN  ISSUED 


The  Bank  of  Lithuania  issued  a special  .925  silver 
proof  5 litai  coin  on  Monday,  December  21,  1998  as  part  of 
the  new  United  nations  UNICEF  “Children  of  the  World 
Coin  Collecdtion”  program.  The  coins  were  sold  in  Lithuania 
at  an  issue  price  of  150  litu,  but  elsewhere  at  U.S.  $35.  The 
world  distributor  of  the  coins  is  Spink  & Son  of  London, 
England.  Although  only  a 5 litai,  it  is  the  largest  diameter 
coin  issued  so  far  by  post-WWII  Lithuania  (38.61  mm.)  The 
Bank  of  Lithuania  issued  3,000  pieces  initially,  with  a 
promise  of  25,000  total  coins  to  be  minted  over  a period  of  3 
or  4 years. 

The  coins  were  designed  by  Antanas  Zukauskas  and 
were  minted  at  the  Mint  of  Lithuania  in  Vilnius.  They  are  3 
mm.  thick  and  weigh  28.28  gr.  The  edge  of  the  coin  is 
inscribed,  “*  LIETUVOS  BANKAS  * LIETUVOS  BANKAS 

The  coins  came  packaged  in  a blue  color  presentation 
holder.  Included  with  each  was  a small  card  containing  a text 
that  is  illustrated  above  and  to  the  right.  The  Bank  of 
Lithuania  issued  a colorful  brochure  to  promote  the  coin. 
That  text  is  reproduced  on  the  right. 

The  relief  of  the  obverse  is  frosted  proof,  while  the 
field  is  regular  proof.  The  relief  features  the  Hill  of 
Gediminas  and  tower  on  the  right,  with  “LIETUVA”  incused 
with  a regular  proof  surface  horizontally  in  the  center.  The 
Vytis  emblem  appears  frosted  in  the  upper  left,  with  the 
“LMK”  mintmark  at  the  8 o’clock  position.  Below  is  the 
horizontal  text,  “5  LITAI”  and  below  that  the  date.  “1998.” 

The  reverse  shows  a child  sitting  with  crossed  legs, 
facing  to  the  left  holding  a 4-pointed  pinwheel.  The  top 
legend  reads.  “PASAULIO  VAIKAMS.”  meaning  “World 
Children.”  The  United  Nations  UNICEF  emblem  appears  at 


The  United  Nations  Children ’s  Fund  ( UNICEF)  Coin  Program 


The  United  Nations  Children's  Fund  ( UNICEF ) was  created  by  special 
resolution  of  the  United  Nations  Organization  in  1946  with  the  aim  to 
provide  relief  to  children  in  the  mqny  countries  devastated  by  the  Second 
\Yprld  Yfar.  UNfCEf  iy  the  only  organization  in  the  structure  of  the 
United  Nations  for  piore  than  50  years  extending  aid  to  unfortunate 
and  poor  children  pf  the  countries  suffering  from  war,  hunger  and 
environmental  hazards.  In  1965  UNICEF  was  awarded  by 
the  Nobel  Peace  Prize,  j 

The  National  UNICEF  Committee  of  Lithuania,  as  an  non- 
governmental organization  was  established  at  tfte  beginning  of  1993  and 
since  then  it  has  been  observing  and  examining  the  enforcement  of 
children  's  rights  in  Lithuania  under  the  Convention  on  Children’s 
Rights  which  Lithuania  joined  in  199t2  and  ratified  in  1995.  By 
organizing  various  seminars  the  Committee  strives  to  make  the  people  of 
Lithuania  aware  that  our  little  citizens  also  have  rights.  UNICEF  in 
Lithuania  presents  to  the  President,  Parliament  and  Government 
suggestions  on  the  implementation  and  protection  of  social,  health  care, 
education  and  other  rights  of  children. 

The  United  Nations  Children’s  Fund  is  introducing  a new  world  wide 
coin  program  CHILDREN  OF  THE  WORLD  in  which  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania  participates  for  the  first  lime. 

the  3 o’clock  position,  with  the  acronym  in  lower 
case  lettering.  The  customary  “backwards”  initials 

V v 

of  the  designer  Antanas  Zukauskas  “ZA”  appears 
under  the  right  side  of  the  base  line  to  the  right  of 
the  leg  of  the  child. 

KRAUSE-MISHLER  NUMBER  ASSIGNED 

The  Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins  has 
assigned  the  1998  50  Liti|  silver  proof 
commemorating  Grand  Duke  Algirdas  the  catalog 
number  of  KM-1 10. 


NEW  KAUNAS  COIN 

The  Bank  of  Lithuania  issued  a new  10  litif 
coin  on  April  6,  1999  to  commemorate  the  city  of 
Kaunas.  This  is  the  second  coin  issued  in  the 
Lithuanian  cities  theme. 

The  coin  is  copper-nickel  proof,  28.7  mm. 
diameter,  13.15  gr.  weight.  7,500  pieces  were  struck 
at  the  Lithuanian  Mint  in  Vilnius.  The  coin  was 
designed  by  Rimantas  Eidejus. 


SEARCHING  FOR  A 
SERIES  LETTERS 

The  hardcover  book  by  Albert  Pick  and 
Jens-Une  Rixen.  Papiergeld-Spezialkatalog 
Deutschland  printed  last  year  features  the  notes 
issued  by  the  State  Loan  East  Bank  on  pages 
241-248. 

The  listing  of  the  3 Ost-Rubel  note  issued  in 
1916  gives  series  letters  A,  C,  E for  the  first  type; 
and  F through  J,  and  L through  W for  the  second 
type.  That  brings  up  the  question  for  our  members 
and  readers:  IS  THERE  A SERIES  LETTER  “B” 
and/or  a SERIES  LETTER  “K”  for  the  3 Ost-rubel 
note??? 

If  you  have  such  a note,  please  send  a 
Xerox  to  this  editor  as  proof.  Thank  you  for  your 
help. 


The  obverse  features  the  Vytis  emblem, 
“LIETUVA  10  LITIJ.  The  reverse  features  several 
Kaunas  buildings,  with  the  city  coat-of-arms  in  the 
center. 

The  edge  of  the  coin  is  inscribed,  “LAISVAS 
BUDAMAS,  LAISVES  NEISSIZADESI,”  which 
means,  “A  free  man  will  never  give  up  freedom.” 

Each  coin  comes  packaged  in  a descriptive 
folder.  For  more  information,  contact  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania,  6 Gediminio  Prosp.,  2001  Vilnius, 
Lithuania. 


TWO  STRANGE  COINS  (Cont.  from  pg.  5...) 


the  Royal  Mint.  Dies  were  received  on  May  23,  28,  and  June  2,  1938.  The  coin  was 
struck  by  the  mint  of  the  Spindulys  Company  (Misko  Street  11,  Kaunas).  The  weight  of 
a standard  coin  is  18  gr.,  diameter  32  mm. 

During  the  striking  process  a sizeable  chip  of  metal  happened  to  get  into  the 
coin  owned  by  collector  R.  Bahamas.  It  left  a cavity  and  the  picture  of  the  president 
and  the  Columns  of  Gediminas  on  both  sides  slid  into  the  upper  part  of  the  planchet. 

It  is  strange:  how  such  a non-standard,  sub-quality  coin  (for  us  collectors 
though,  so  interesting)  could  have  escaped  from  the  Spindulys  Mint? 

Thus  already  two  stories  about  Lithuanian  coins.  If  our  dear  readers  and 
collectors  have  more  similar  curiosities  of  Lithuanian  numismatics,  we  shall  wait  for 
them  to  report  these  to  the  editor  of  Kolekcija  magazine. 


10. 


W ANT/FOR  SALE  ADS 


FOR  SALE 


COINS: 

WANTED  TO  BUY:  Picture  postcards  from  1998  10,  20,  or  50  centij  coins  br.  UNC  $1.00  ea. 

Lithuania  and  Memel/KIaipeda  pre-1941  only.  Also  1997  1 litas  commemorative  cupro-nickel  (only 

want  books  and  phamplets  on  Lithuania  (in  English)  200.000  minted!)  $8.00  UNC. 
dated  before  1941.  J.R.  Greent,  33  Bearsden  Road,  1998  1-2-5  Litai  coin  set  of  3 UNC  $1 1.00. 

AthoL  MA  01331.  1995  50  litij  silver  proof  Ciurlionis  $50. 

1996  50  litij  silver  proof  January  13  $50. 

WANTED  TO  BUY:  1 Litas  gold  coin  issued  1996  50  litii  silver  proof  Atlanta  Olympics  $50. 

ini 997.  Will  buy,  or  trade  with  other  Lithuanian  coins,  (note:  naked  basketball  players  depicted!). 

Kenneth  K.  Humphreys,  1168  Hidden  Lake  Drive,  1996  50  litvj  silver  proof  Mindaugas  $50. 

Granite  Falls,  NC.  26710.  1996  50  litij  silver  proof  Gediminas  $50. 

1994  10  litij  Sports  Games  comm.  $15. 

WANTED:  1997  gold  1 litas  coin.  Dennis  1936  5 litai  silver  XF  Basanavicius  $20. 

Bartoszkiewicz,  344-13th  St.  South  Brigantine,  NJ  1936  10  litij  silver  XF  Vytautas  $30. 

08203-2218.  1938  10  litij  silver  XF  Smetona  $50. 

BANKNOTES  & related: 

WANTED:  Medieval  minor  copper  Lithuanian  Polish-occupied  Vilnius,  1920  1 Mark.  UNC  $75. 

coins.  Also  a gold  1/2  or  1 ducat,  kapos  silver  bar  1^  Marks  VF  $75.  20  Marks  Fine  $85. 
money.  Peter  Schulin.  645  Hayes  Ave,  Washington,  Set  ol  10  1915  municipal  notes  ol  Liepaja  (Libau) 

Latvia.  UNC  $125.00. 

Lithuania,  P-21  500  litij  EF  $475.00  Scarce! 
Lithuania,  P-24  50  litij,  1928  (Basanavicius) 
PAVYZDYS  A 000,000  specimen!  UNC  $225.00. 

P-29c  1991  .10  talonas  fractional  ERROR 

overprint,  text  printed  twice  variety.  UNC  $10.00. 

P-47a.  1991  10  litij  “without  dot”  variety  UNC  $9. 

16  different  Lithuanian  government  lottery  tickets 
Nos.  2-17  (1933-1940),  $150.  1940  last  ticket  $15. 
CHECKS: 

Central  Jewish  Bank,  1939-40.  Scarce!  $25. 

Lietuvos  Bankas,  ca.  1930  with  full  map  $12. 

Frank  Passic,  900  S.  Eaton  St.,  Albion,  MI 
49224.  (517)  629-5402. 

FOR  SALE 

Books  by  author:  “Hoards  of  Kulautuva.”  In  Lithuanian.  5 
hoards  of  the  14th  century  containing  Lithuanian  kapos,  cut  jewelry. 
Color  illustrations.  U.S.  S25.  “Finds  of  uniform  buttons  of  the  Great 
Army  of  Napoleon  in  Lithuania.”  In  English.  U.S.  $15.00. 

Eugenijus  Ivanauskas.  V.  Kreves  31-73.  3042  Kaunas. 

Lithuania. 

* % * 

THE  KNIGHT,  Volume  21  No.  5.  Issue  #116.  Subscription 
address:  (A  donation  of  $15  or  more  per  subscription  year)  Lithuanian 
Numismatic  Association.  P.O.  Box  22696,  Baltimore,  MD  21203. 
Aleksandras  Radzius,  Director.  Editors  address:  Frank  Passic,  900  S. 
Eaton  St.,  Albion,  MI  49224.  Back  issues:  Sarunas  Mingcla.  46707 
Stratford  Ct,  Northville,  MI  488167.  The  LNA  is  a member  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Associalon  C-l  17903. 


PA  15301. 

WANTED:  1997  1 litas  coin.  Robert  L. 
Steinberg,  P.O.  Box  1565,  Boca  Raton,  FL 
33429-1565.  E-mail:  coins@gdLnet 

www.steinbergs.com 


Dealer  in 

Quality  Rare  Coins 

Karl  Stepbcps. 

Inc. 

Karl  Stephens 

President 

Post  Office  Box  458 

ANA  57209 

Temple  City,  Ca.  91780  818-445-8154 

